WARRINGTON MUSEUM
OF FREEMASONRY
Welcome to our Newsletter Volume 2 (2)
We wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!

150 years for Elias Ashmole Chapter
No.148
UPCOMING EVENTS

The members of the Elias Ashmole Chapter No 148, the oldest
Royal Arch chapter in the Warrington group, held a joint con-

Friends Hotpot Supper
22nd February 2017
7pm for 7.30

vocation in September to celebrate the Chapters 150years in
existence. The Chapter was consecrated in September 1866
and the first principal of the Chapter was Henry B White, with
John Bowes and Shaw Thewlis as second and third Principals.
Following on from the success of the exhibition for the 250th

Speaker Michelle Hill Archives
and Collections Manager Warrington Museum “Warrington
Glass”
Museum Open

celebration of Lodge of Lights

MUSEUM OPENING
TIMES

number of items were loaned to

Wednesday 9.30am—12 noon
other times by appointment
please contact Vic or Caroline

No148. , the museum was
transformed so as to showcase
the Holy Royal Arch degree . A
the museum by The Library and
Museum of Freemasonry, many
dating from around the time
that the Chapter was formed.
Keith our new mannequin was
dressed in the regalia of the First
Principal complete with his sceptre. Behind him are the five banners used in the lodge room.
Keith our model dressed in the regalia
of Holy Royal Arch 1st Principal
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Contact Us
Warrington Museum
of Freemasonry
Winmarleigh House
Winmarleigh Street
Warrington
WA1 1NB
01925 651468

Holy Royal Arch Apron and Jewels circa 1850
Curator Vic Charlesworth
Archivist Caroline Crook
Secretary John Pether
Treasurer Jim Cartledge
Chairman Barry Jameson
Trustees; Mike Williams and John McIntyre
Information about becoming a Friend
We can be contacted via the web site

http://
museum.westlancsfreemasons.org.uk

The photograph above shows a Holy Royal Arch apron and
sash from 1850 , The jewels displayed with it ,are all dated between 1850 –1890, the one with the white ribbon is a companions jewel, the red ribbon is a Past First Principals jewel and the
one with the pale and dark blue and red ribbon is a Provincial
Grand Officers jewel.
A beautiful set of silk banners for the twelve tribes of Israel are
also on loan from Grand Lodge Museum , these formed a backdrop for a wooden Second principals sceptre with a beautifully carved top dated from 1850. The loan items will be returning to London at the end of January 2017, to make way for the
Tercentenary exhibition. The Elias Chapter minutes from the
consecration meeting are also on display these were handwritten by the first Scribe E Horatio Syred . Also on display is the
register of members showing that there were nine founder
members. The first Janitors book is also on display.

Holy Royal Arch 2nd Principals sceptre
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Where does the money the museum raises go?
All the money that we raise for the Museum from our Friends of the Museum Scheme and our Plant sale
along with donations received from talks and tours , goes into the stabilization and preservation of our
collection.
LED lighting, acid free boxes and tissue paper, Secol a clear none acidic film for protecting documents,
specialist tape for sealing the Secol, foam board to make mounts, pest traps and monitoring equipment ,
all cost a substantial amount of money in the last 3 years we have spent over £1600 on these items.

Summer work in the Museum
Over the Summer Vic and Caroline were joined by a number of other volunteers, repairing and redecorating the ceiling in the museum,. preparing new
displays and cleaning the cabinets, silver, and glassware . We have emptied
our secure store and reboxed everything safely in acid free boxes and tissue.
This has enabled us to identify certain items that are in need of specialist restoration that requires the hands of an expert in the field.
Many hours have been spent cataloguing the incredible number of jewels and
the array of regalia and other items that we have.
Work has also been progressing on cataloguing all of the ritual and other
books.

Friends Annual Hot Pot Supper
22nd February 2017
7pm for 7.30pm
£10.50
Menu
Hotpot with Pickled Red Cabbage and Crusty Bread
Gateaux or Cheesecake
Tea or Coffee

Guest Speaker.:
Michelle Hill
Archives and Museum Collections Manager Warrington Museum
Warrington Glass
Vol 2 (1)2016 Page 3

Oral History Project
Why did you become a Freemason and what changes have you witnessed? Do you remember Whist
drives and long gloves for the ladies on Ladies evenings? As part of the Tercentenary celebrations for
2017, the Warrington Group and the Museum are inviting Freemasons and their partners to become part
of the oral history project. The aim is to capture the essence of Freemasonry, the Lodge customs old and
new , before they disappear into the past never to be heard of again . The format is an informal discussion either 1:1 or in a small group with a few simple questions , which will be video taped and stored securely in the Museum archives . It is hoped that many brethren and their partners will volunteer.
For the Freemasons Eric Miller of Ashmole Lodge is leading and for their partners and wives Pat McIntyre

The Accreditation Process begins…..
The process of achieving Arts Council Accreditation has begun. The Trustees of the museum have been
beavering away over the summer to prepare the necessary paperwork to apply for a “T” number
(temporary number) from the Arts Council . The Arts Council describes Accreditation as follows “We want
all museums to be sustainable, focused and trusted organisations, which offer their visitors a great experience. The Accreditation Scheme sets out nationally-agreed standards, which inspire the confidence of the
public and funding and governing bodies. It enables museums to assess their current performance, as well
as supporting them to plan and develop their services.”
The scheme will allow us to care for our objects effectively and assist with access to nationally held collections from which we may be able to take items on loan. This also demonstrates to the Masonic brethren
and general public, that we are serious about our collection and its care.
There are 3 broad sections ; Organisational health, Collections, Users and their experiences
If you feel you may be able to offer the Trustees support with this undertaking please contact Barry
Jameson

Warrington Museum of Freemasonry Website
Our very own website is about to go live!
Initially created by Chris Betts our website is now to be hosted by West Lancashire Province, thanks to
the work of Chris Betts, Barry Jameson, John Starkey and with the generous support of the Provincial Officers and the Webmaster Mike Ellis. Obviously it will take a little while to fully populate the site, but
progress is being made. It is hoped to develop the site further in the future and have various catalogues
of our books and artefacts online.
The address http://museum.westlancsfreemasons.org.uk,
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Successful Heritage Day for Museum and Hall
National Heritage Day saw the doors of the Warrington Museum of Freemasonry and the Masonic hall
open to welcome the general public, to view the various displays of Masonic artefacts and memorabilia in
the Museum and enjoy a tour of Masonic hall, purpose built in 1933. and its temples.
Well over 35 visitors enjoyed a guided tour of the many and varied items on display in the museum which
hosts items from the Warrington district along with items on loan from the Masonic Museum at Grand
Lodge in London and several other local Masonic groups and individuals
Whilst touring the building, guides explained that Warrington has a special place in the early history of
Freemasonry, as it is now well established that the first English speculative Freemason, Elias Ashmole,
was initiated in Warrington on 16 October 1646. The oldest lodge in the town being Lodge of Lights No
148, it has been meeting since 1765, having celebrated 250 years it continues to meet to this day.
Approximately 250 Masons , attending meetings at some 14 lodges, five chapters and several other Masonic Orders which use the hall, meeting every month, apart from the summer months .Warrington is one
of 22 groups within the Masonic Province of West Lancashire.

Pictured left: The Armstrong family with Emma their daughter. Pictured right: Steve
Blease and Ela.

Guides explained that the
membership believes in high
moral standards and comprises of men from all walks
of life. One of the aims of
Freemasonry is to raise
money for Masonic and nonMasonic charities and local
good causes.

Many questions were answered and some myths dispelled, one such myth is that the Freemasons have a
political and religious bias. The guides pointed out that those are two subjects that are forbidden in our
meetings. Another myth being that Freemasonry is for Protestant people only., men of any religious belief
can join but they must believe in a supreme being. One other myth is that Freemasonry is only available
to professional and rich people. However, the reality is, membership ranges from all walks of life and all
members are treated equally.
Many comments were made including: ‘I didn’t know Freemasonry was that old with so much history on
display”, ‘I liked all the colourful regalia and lodge rooms”, ‘I had no idea that such a facility existed and is
used for weddings” and “The building is much bigger than it looks from outside”.
The building was open access for viewing which included banqueting and bar facilities and the two lodge
rooms. Several visitors tried out the worshipful master’s chair and all enjoyed their visit. The result was a
very successful day, a few myths dispelled and very important links to the local community established.
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Tercentenary Trip to United Grand Lodge
19 July 2017
Full day coach trip - leaving Masonic Hall at 08.15 return approx. 21.00
Refreshments on the coach supplied
£33 per person

£10 deposit on booking required
To book please contact David Anderson on dt_anderson@btinternet.com

Museum now registered with HMRC for Gift aid
The Museum is now registered with HMRC for the gift aid scheme, this means that if you are UK taxpayer
for every £10 you donate the museum can claim £2.50 . If you would like to become a Friend please
contact Jim Cartledge for a mandate form.

Next Edition
Aprons galore!!
Order your plants early

Dates for your diary
21 Jan Burns Supper with the Clan Wallace Pipe Band
11 Feb Group Ball 7pm Warrington Masonic Hall entertainment by Steve
22 Feb Annual Friends hot pot supper 7pm Speaker Michelle Hill Warrington Museum
5 March Tercentenary Service 3pm St Elphins Church Warrington
23 June Tercentenary Banquet— 300 years of fine dining 7pm Warrington Masonic Hall
19 July Coach trip to Grand Lodge London 8am
June—September Tercentenary Exhibition
9—10 September 10am—4pm Heritage Open Weekend Masonic Pageant and Teddy Bears Picnic
8 October Rededication Service
20 Dec Carol Service
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Gift from The Library and Museum of
Freemasonry
During the Summer we were invited to go down to The Library and Museum of Freemasonry in London
to collect some items we were taking on loan. We were also there to collect 5 1930’s art deco wall
mounted display cabinets which the London Museum no longer required, this was too good an opportunity to pass up.
Moving the heavy cases made from mahogany and fitted with plate glass along with their cast bronze
hangers was no easy task ,thankfully willing helpers, a trolley and the goods lift weren't far away
and Vic had managed to park the car right outside
the door! Vic's car was most definitely full and on
its weight limit on the drive home!

Any thought of moving them into the Masonic hall
and upstairs to the Museum had to be put on hold
until the next day, when strength had once more
returned and more willing helpers could be found.
Hangers filled and in pride of place in the museum

Talks and Tours
Do you know of any groups that would be interested in Freemasonry its history and its place in local history and Society? If so please contact Vic via the website
Already this season the Museum and Masonic Hall have be delighted to welcome Tangent Ladies group
and the Bewsey Historical Society

Articles Required
If you would like a relevant article included in the newsletter, please contact Vic or Caroline
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